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Purpose

This research engages with organisations run by people with disabilities in Ukraine
(OPDs) in order to document the impact of the pandemic upon the people that they
care for — including internally displaced persons (IDPs) with disabilities — and also
the impact of the pandemic upon the work of their organisations. It is the first ever
participatory community-based research project in Ukraine focusing on disability,
being co-designed and co-delivered in partnership with people with disabilities in
Ukraine, particularly IDPs.

The research is being delivered in four phases. This working paper covers the re-
sults of Phase 1, which focuses on the views and perspectives of OPDs working peo-
ple with disabilities across Ukraine (excluding the temporarily occupied territories of
this country). Phase 2 of the project involves interviews with people with disabilities
(including IDPs) from ten regions in Ukraine with the largest numbers of IDPs. Phase
3 relies on a system of written diaries and/or audio/video testimonies self-recorded
by internally displaced people with disabilities over a period of eight weeks. Phase 4
consists of qualitative interviews with policymakers at both national and regional lev-
els of governance in Ukraine to explore their perspectives on key messages emerging
from this research.

Methodology

The research presented here is based upon an organisational survey of OPDs work-
ing with people with disabilities in Ukraine. The survey was co-designed with the Na-
tional Assembly of People with Disabilities of Ukraine, an umbrella organisation for
126 organisations operating at local, regional and national levels throughout Ukraine.
These organisations care for a diverse range of people with disabilities including those
who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments.

150 non-governmental organisations were invited to participate in the survey,
which was hosted online via the Qualtrics platform. 108 responses were received, com-
prised of both closed and open-ended questions. The closed questions were used to
produce a set of quantitative data, while the open-ended questions allowed respond-
ents to describe in their own words the impact of the pandemic upon their organisa-
tion’s work and the people that they care for. A descriptive analysis of the quantitative

1 UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) is the national funding agency investing in science and re-
search in the UK. The Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) supports cutting-edge research to
address challenges faced by developing countries. AHRC funds outstanding original research across
the whole range of the arts and humanities. For further details visit the UKRI website (https://www.
ukri.org).
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data was performed using SPSS while the qualitative data were coded and analysed
using an inductive thematic analysis through NVIVO'.

Results

The survey responses describe the impact of the coronavirus pandemic upon peo-
ple with disabilities in Ukraine and the organisations which care for these people.
These two broad themes are summarised separately below.

The impact of the pandemic on people with disabilities in Ukraine. A key theme
which emerged as an outcome of the organisational survey analysis was the inacces-
sibility of healthcare. Respondents mentioned a general deterioration in the health of
people with disabilities due to long-term effects of COVID-19, chronic conditions be-
coming aggravated through interrupted access to healthcare and a significant impact
on psychological well-being. Access to healthcare was affected by the repurposing of
healthcare facilities into COVID-19 wards or difficulties in reaching services during
extended lockdowns, particularly for rural populations. The need to make informal
payments including «charitable donations» imposed by healthcare providers or, in
some cases, the necessity to give bribes to individual healthcare workers, was report-
ed to be commonplace for treatments or medication which should have been free of
charge. Concerns were also raised over the growing costs of medication, as well as
interruptions to the supply of prescriptions. Respondents also described difficulties
obtaining personal protective equipment (PPE) and paying for COVID-19 tests (or
poor availability of free testing).

Psychological well-being, mental health and social isolation. Increased social isola-
tion of people with disabilities in Ukraine — linked to limited or fully withdrawn ac-
cess to the pre-pandemic social and professional support systems — has been another
key theme highlighted by our respondents. This included withdrawal or restriction of
face-to-face contact with family, friends and carers combined with reduced access to
leisure facilities such as parks and recreation areas, which had a particularly negative
impact on children with disabilities. Communication became more difficult through
problems with accessing digital technologies for online contact, as well as owing to
the lack of provisions for people with hearing impairment. Respondents also reported
increased levels of stigmatisation of people with disabilities.

In response to the increasing number of COVID-19 cases, in March 2020 the
Government of Ukraine introduced a series of restrictions nationwide including the
closure of educational facilities, limitations on passenger transportation and mass
gatherings, as well as suspension of catering, cultural, shopping and entertainment
establishments. These restrictions (although most of them had been lifted by the time
of conducting the survey in May-June 2021) had a considerable impact on persons

1 Qualtrics is one of the internationally leading survey software tools; for further details please
check https://www.qualtrics.com/uk/core-xm/survey-software. SPSS is a software platform which
offers advanced statistical analysis; for further details see https://www.ibm.com/analytics/spss-statis-
tics-software. NVIVO is a qualitative data analysis software package produced by QSR International;
for further details see https://www.gsrinternational.com/nvivo-qualitative-data-analysis-software/
home
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with disabilities who had restricted mobility or relied on public transport or assistance
from extended care networks. The impact was more severe on rural inhabitants, as
longer distances between shops, hospitals and places of employment made these com-
pletely unreachable without access to private transport (e.g. owning a car). This was
even more pronounced for those who needed to cross the contact line in the east of
the country, where the closure of entry/exit points made it impossible to travel. Even
following the resumption of some public transport, reduced timetables and new public
health guidelines made it more difficult for people with disabilities to use the service.

Reduced and restricted access to social services, social support and education. The
pandemic deepened the poverty experienced by many people with disabilities in
Ukraine. Although a small relief payment of UAH 1,000' was made available by the
government [Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine, 2020], this was insufficient to meet
the needs of most people with disabilities, and financial destitution meant that some
individuals and households could not afford to buy basic supplies or pay for utilities
and services. According to survey respondents, the worsening financial situation was
linked to the ongoing impact of the pandemic through loss of jobs and income, as
well as rising prices on food and medicines. Access to social services was complicat-
ed through lockdown restrictions and a reduction in the volume/scale of services of-
fered or inability to access informal support networks. Digital poverty, meanwhile, im-
plied that many could not access online portals for government departments or online
learning, whereas others found it difficult to access public health information regard-
ing the pandemic due to a lack of accessible formats (e.g. captions and sign language).

Specific barriers and impact of the pandemic on particular groups of persons with
disabilities. The challenges faced by people with disabilities are specific to how certain
health conditions manifest themselves in interaction with personal and environmen-
tal factors. Some survey respondents highlighted the ways in which the pandemic had
intensified these difficulties:

— Children with disabilities or households where one or both parents are disabled
experienced disproportionate poverty and a lack of services and support tailored
to children. Children were susceptible to the impact of social isolation on mental
well-being; besides, their development suffered if there were issues accessing online
education and support networks.

- Older persons with disabilities had trouble with accessing «technical means of
rehabilitation»?, obtaining PPE, hygiene items and disinfectants (to minimise
exposure to COVID-19). That was combined with heightened difficulty reaching
shops, hospitals, social services and places of employment. They were more
susceptible to poverty through job losses and were disadvantaged in terms of
finding work again. They were also reportedly more likely to suffer from digital
poverty which resulted in poor access to online support networks and, subsequently,
greater social isolation.

1 1,000 Ukrainian hryvnias amounted to US$36.96 or £29.88 according to the exchange rate
of the National Bank of Ukraine as of 23 April 2020 (https://tables.finance.ua/ru/currency/ofhi-
cial/-/1/2020/04/23).

2 A state-funded system of access to rehabilitation and assistive technologies in Ukraine.
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—People living in rural areas experienced greater difficulty in accessing essential
services and online resources.

- People who are blind or partially sighted encountered additional barriers relating
to the transfer of education and some social services online, where the problem
of inaccessible websites was particularly acute. They also suffered from a lack of
accessible information relating to the pandemic, a lack of caregivers and a lack of
suitable adaptations within employment centres.

—People who are deaf or have a hearing impairment experienced significantly
reduced or withdrawn access to sign language interpreters. There was also a lack
of sign language interpretation in television broadcasts, which was critical during
public health announcements regarding the pandemic. Face coverings created a
further communication barrier for those who rely on lip-reading.

- Internally displaced people with disabilities continued to experience issues with
housing, particularly access to housing adjusted to the specific needs of persons
with disabilities. Poverty was common, linked to challenges in finding employment
and accessing specific social security payments (for IDPs and persons with
disabilities). Moreover, these people continued to have problems with accessing
healthcare, education and other services. This was often compounded by difficulty
in registering as an IDP or a person with a disability in the absence of direct contact
with relevant government officials.

IDPs with disabilities also faced a lack of access to social support networks, and
those with family or assets located over the contact line were particularly affected by
the closure of the entry/exit points during lockdowns.

The impact of the pandemic on the organisations of persons with disabilities in
Ukraine. As it was mentioned earlier, the survey generated 108 responses by non-gov-
ernmental organisations of people with disabilities in Ukraine. At the time of publish-
ing, this is the largest survey to explore the views and perspectives held by represent-
atives of the disability movement and activist community in Ukraine on the impact of
the pandemic upon their own organisational activities.

Changes to the mode of working and service delivery. Of the organisations who had
a dedicated office space, 40% had switched to hybrid working (online and offline) with
27% moving to fully remote working. Only 23% continued to operate as they had prior
to the pandemic. 10% had suspended most of their activities. Almost 90% of respond-
ents indicated that they were struggling to provide their members with some or any
of the required IT equipment and internet access for online working. Organisations
also noted that the move to online working had resulted in reductions in the volume
and quality of services they were able to offer. Some did carry on with face-to-face
interactions for the most vulnerable individuals, primarily to deliver humanitarian
aid packages, assist with essential travel and provide care for family/pets when mem-
bers of the household were hospitalised. Most organisations continued their advocacy
work throughout the pandemic.

Organisational funding. For many organisations, increasing costs to reorganise
their service delivery and to provide additional support for people with disabilities
were accompanied by decreased financing and a lack of support and communication
with the state authorities. Overall, the analysis of the open-ended comments reveals
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a precarious financial situation for many of the organisations, some of which are in-
volved in the direct delivery of essential services to people with disabilities. This pre-
carity was caused by the lack of funding to perform core organisational activities,
delayed or withdrawn financing, the lack of knowledge about available funding op-
portunities, as well as the lack of resources and skills to comply with complex admin-
istrative and reporting requirements.

Interaction with public authorities and volunteers. Only 7% of organisations indi-
cated that co-working/partnership with state authorities increased over the pandemic
period. The remainder felt that there had been decreased levels of interaction, mean-
ingless communication («tick-box» exercises) or nonconstructive and ineffective co-
operation. Organisations also noted that support from volunteers had largely declined
for a variety of reasons, including fear of infection, social distancing requirements and
thus a lack of face-to-face contact, financial difficulties encountered by volunteers, as
well as a general loss of motivation because everyday life became harder for everyone.

Positive organisational developments over the pandemic period. A small number of
organisations indicated that there had been positive developments during the pan-
demic, namely developing new partnerships and co-working with organisations. They
also mentioned beneficial outcomes from online working such as reduced barriers to
access in the case of physical impairments and more opportunities for contact with
service users and working partners. However, for those with sensory or intellectual
impairments online working introduced further challenges and the need for urgent
adaptations.

Decisions which authorities could have taken but failed to take in order to miti-
gate the impact of the pandemic on people with disabilities. The public authorities’ re-
sponse throughout the pandemic was criticised by organisations across several areas:

- failing to ensure accessibility and availability of social services for people with disa-
bilities, particularly a lack of humanitarian support packages (food, essential items,
etc.), carer support, education, employment and public transport;

- failing to ensure adequate access to essential healthcare services for people with
disabilities. A lack of barrier-free access to hospitals and healthcare facilities was
compounded by a failure to guarantee free healthcare, with the need to pay bribes
(or mandatory «charitable» contributions to the hospital) being commonplace;

- failing to ensure access to public health information regarding the pandemic for
people with disabilities, particularly those with sensory and intellectual impair-
ments;

- failing to provide financial support to the most vulnerable and to communi-
ty-based organisations;

- failing to meaningfully engage and consult with people with disabilities and OPDs.

Support required from state authorities, donors and partners. The most pressing
concern for the organisations surveyed was a lack of financial support from both do-
nors and the government, followed by concerns about organisational stagnation and
low levels of engagement from external donors and internal members. Organisations
were also worried about staff burnout and the lack of government oversight around
the implementation of key reforms decentralising health services.
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Summary of recommendations

The findings of this research were presented to disability experts and activists who
were asked to comment and prepare a set of recommendations. This is a summary of
the 11 recommendations formulated as an outcome of this process. A full version of
these recommendations is presented at the end of the full report, which is released
separately.

The research presented in this report demonstrates how political and economic
responses to the pandemic have both magnified and amplified the intersecting ine-
qualities of gender, age, socio-economic status and location for people with disabilities
in Ukraine. It is essential that public authorities in Ukraine at all levels of governance
recognise and support the organisations of people with disabilities (OPDs) as key ac-
tors in ensuring and protecting the rights of the persons they are taking care of.

1. OPDs must be recognised as key stakeholders in planning for and sustaining
the continuity of basic life support services in the event of any future public
health or other emergencies. The Government and the Parliament of Ukraine
should ensure that OPDs’ unique functions and roles are recognised at the leg-
islative level. The Government of Ukraine should establish clear criteria for
registering OPDs and ought to maintain an up-to-date register of all OPDs in
Ukraine. All decision-making bodies must systematically and openly approach,
consult and involve, in a meaningful and timely manner, OPDs at all levels of
governance in Ukraine.

2. The Government of Ukraine should continue supporting the organisational ac-
tivities of OPDs. Some immediate measures to ensure the continuity of OPDs
in the current environment may include (a) enabling OPDs to lease state or
communal property without holding an auction; (b) enabling OPDs to receive
subsidies when leasing state or communal property; and (c) providing needs-
based grant assistance towards electricity, water/sewer rates and other utility
payments for registered OPDs.

3. The Government of Ukraine should allocate dedicated funding to support day-
to-day organisational activities of OPDs. International donors should prioritise
organisations «of» persons with disabilities over organisations «for» persons
with disabilities and ought to allocate funding to cover organisational costs in
addition to supporting short-term events or projects.

4. The Government of Ukraine, in close cooperation with OPDs, should develop
a rapid response protocol to set up a mechanism for rapid translation, inter-
pretation and dissemination of time-critical information in the event of current
or any future public health or other emergencies. Public authorities in Ukraine
must ensure that all information is available in accessible digital formats and,
when required, through the provision of sign language interpreters, Easy Read
texts and plain language, Braille and tactile communication.

5. All public authorities in Ukraine must ensure that all electronic resources de-
signed to facilitate the process of local democracy or «open government» are
fully accessible, including website interfaces.
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6. The Government of Ukraine should allocate dedicated funding and support
to enterprises established by OPDs, including tax exemptions and preferential
government (or public) procurement.

7. The Government of Ukraine must work with public authorities at all levels of
governance to ensure that sufficient funding is allocated to deliver social servic-
es (of adequate quality and quantity) to people with disabilities. OPDs should
be actively involved in the process of continuous monitoring of the quality of
the social service delivery. The Government, in close cooperation with OPDs,
ought to develop a rapid response protocol to ensure the continuity of social
service delivery in the event of any future public health or other emergencies.

8. The Government of Ukraine should provide further opportunities to develop
competencies, knowledge and skills among OPDs (and their representatives)
on the rights-based approach to disability.

9. The Government of Ukraine should ensure that OPDs are supported in their
efforts to overcome any digital divides, including access to suitable devices and
internet connection, as well as digital literacy.

10. The Government of Ukraine should require all public authorities to develop (in
cooperation with OPDs) context-specific mechanisms to involve OPDs in the
decision-making, implementation and evaluation process; furthermore, to give
due consideration and priority to the opinions and views of OPDs when ad-
dressing issues directly related to persons with disabilities.

11. The Government of Ukraine should consider adopting a range of specific meas-
ures to encourage civic participation, engagement and awareness among local
communities in order to facilitate support and partnership between OPDs, vol-
unteers, donors, as well as other stakeholders.

References

Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine (2020, April 14). Who will receive a one-off relief pay-
ment of UAH 1,000. [In Ukrainian]. Retrieved from: https://www.msp.gov.ua/news/18521.html
[MinicTepcTBo conianpHoi nomiTuku Yipainm 2020]

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (2021, July 19). A/76/146:
Report on the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of armed conflict. Retrieved from: https://
www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a76146-report-rights-persons-disabilities-con-
text-armed-conflict

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2007, January 24). Convention on
the rights of persons with disabilities [A/RES/61/106]. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/develop-
ment/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-dis-
abilities-ares61106.html

United Nations Security Council (2019, June 20). Resolution on the protection of persons with
disabilities in armed conflict [S/RES/2475]. Retrieved from https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/
UNDOC/GEN/N19/186/60/PDF/N1918660.pdf

Received 24.05.2022

184 Couionozis: meopis, Memoou, mapxemune, 2022, 2



The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on people with disabilities in Ukraine

KUPWJIO LLAPAIOB, AEBIA AHOEPCOH, OJIbI'A BYPOBA,
BIKTOPIA HASAPEHKO, OJIEHA MOJIILLYK

Bnnune nangemii COVID-19 Ha niogen 3 iHBanigHicTio B YKpaiHi:
3 nornAgy opraHisauin oci6 3 iHBanigHicTio

3eiono 3 danumu Hayionanvnoi coyianvhoi cnyxou ma Ilenciiinozo ¢ondy, 8 Yipaini cmanom Ha
nouamox 2021 poky 6yno 3apeecmposaro wionatimerue 2 724 100 oci6 3 insanionicmio. Ymim, pax-
MuHi yuPpu modicymo 6ymu sungumu uepes 6pax 0ocmosipHoi doxnaonoi cmamucmuxu. [landemist
KOpOHABIPYCY 3a20cmpuna npobnemu, nos s3ami 3 HEOOCMAMHLOI0 Peakuieio opeanis OepiasHoi 67a-
ou Ykpaitu w000 couianvHo-eKOHOMIUHO20 CAMONOUymms nodeti 3 inganionicmio. 3a ingopmauiero
Minicmepcmea oxopoHu 300pos’si, cmanom Ha 1 ciuns 2022 poky 6 Ykpaini 6yno diaeHocmosano
KopoHasipycHy xeopoby y 3 672 675 ocib, opiyiiino 3adikcosano 96 089 cmepmeit. LIi yudpu mesx
MOy My Oymu HemouHumu. PeanvHi 3a2anbHi NOKASHUKY MOXYMb 6USBUMUCT 3HAUHO BULUMU, 4
Oani npo ingixysanus COVID-19 3 po3buskoio 3a 6udom inganionocmi e 36upanucs esaeani. Ha
Cx00i Ykpainu, uyo nocmpasicoas 6io 36poiinoeo koxgnikmy, ma 071 modetl, SKi 3a3Hany 6Hympiui-
Hb020 NepemiujeHHs BHACTIOOK BOEHHUX Oill, CUMYAUiIS HA MOMEHI ONUMYBAHHS 0YIA Wye CKAAOH-
uior0. Ocobnue6o ue cmocysanocs mooeti 3 00MexeHUMU MOKTUBOCMAMU, O/ AKUX nepemilyerHs
MinbKU NOCUNIOE HABHT nPpobnemu. 32i0H0 3 0anumu Minicmepcmea couianvHoi nomiMuKu, cmaHom
Ha 6 nunus 2021 poxy 6 Yxpaini 6yno 3apeecmposano 1 473 650 eHympiwtvo nepemiujeHux ocié
(BIIO), 30xpema 51 586 nmodeii 3 insanionicmio. Ilandemis kopoHasipycy icmomno ennumynda Ha 00-
cmyn yux epyn modeti 00 MeOUHHUX i COUIANTLHUX NOCTLYe, NOZIPUWAULA IXHIO HCUMO8Y CUMYAUio ma
noenubuna 6ionicmo. J/IokoayH maxox npu3eie 00 3aKpumms nyHKmis ’i30y/euizdy mix paiioHamu
Kpainu, KOHMPONILOBAHUMU YKPATHCLKUM YPSIOOM i Cenapamucmamus, ujo 3Ha4Ho 00Mencuno Mobiny-
Hicmb micyeB020 HacenenHs. Hapasi uxonano mano 0ocniodcenv (K KibKiCHUX, Max i IKICHUX), W40
Mmoenu 6u damu 8cebiuHuti 0271510 NPOOTIEM, 3 AKUMU CMUKAIOMbCS 00U 3 iHBaniOHicmIo 8 Ykpaini,
— 30Kpema mi, Wio HUBymv y cumyauii mpueanoeo nepemiuenns. Taxonuc 6paxye docnioneHb ma in-
popmauii cmocosro ennusy COVID-19 Ha yi epynu Hacenents ma 8i0nosioHoi peaxuii depicasu Ha
micyesomy ii perionanvromy pieHsx. [lodane 8 yitl cmammi onumyants NOKIUKaHe NeeHo0 Mipoio
3an06HUMU U0 NPO2ATUHY.

Kntouoei cnosa: COVID-19, ineanionicmp, 6HympiuHe nepemiuierts, npasa nwouHu, opeanizayii
71100etl 3 iHBAIOHICNIO0, HEPIBHICTD, OUCKPUMIHAWIS, JoCmynHiCMb

KUPWJJT LLAPAIOB, 3B AHOEPCOH, OJIbIr'A BYPOBA,
BUKTOPUA HA3APEHKO, EJIEHA NOJINLLYK

Bospenncteue nanaemumn COVID-19 Ha ntoaein ¢ UHBaNUAHOCTbIO B
YKpaunHe: C TOUKUN 3peHnA OpraHn3aLuii Niny, C UHBaJIMAHOCTbIO

Coenacto dannvim Havyuonanvhoil coyuanvhoti cnys6ul u Ilercuonrozo ¢onda, 6 Yxpaune no co-
cmosHuto Ha Hayano 2021 200a 6bi0 3apeucmpuposano no menvuieti mepe 2 724 100 nuy, ¢ un-
sanuoHocmvio. Bnpouem, daxmuueckue yugpor mozym Obimb 6biuie 6610y OMCYMCMBUL 00CHIO-
6epHoil noopobHoti cmamucmuky. Ilandemus KopoHasupyca obocmpuna npobnemvl, C6sI3aHHbLe C
He00CMAaMmo4Holi peaxiyuesi 0p2aHos 20cyOApCMBEHHOLL 671ACIU YKPAUHDL OMHOCUMENbHO COUUATTD-
HO-9KOHOMUHECKO020 NOI0NMEeHUS TH00ell ¢ unsanuoHocmuio. Coenacno ungpopmavuu Munucmepcmea
30pasooxparerus, no cocmosiiuio Ha 1 smeapst 2022 200a 6 Ykpaute KopoHasupycHas 6one3Hv 0viia
Ouaznocmuposana y 3 672 675 nuuy, opuyuanvio 3apuxcuposano 96 089 cmepmeii. Imu yugdpot
mosice Mo2ym Obimv HemouHbIMU. PeanvHole 06usue nokasamenu mMozym oKa3amovCs 3HAUUMENbHO
sviute, a 0annvle 06 unpuyuposarun COVID-19 ¢ pazbuskoti no 6udy UHeanuOHoCmu He COOUPATUCH
8006ue. Ha Bocmoxke Ykpaunol, Komopuiii nocmpadasn om 600pyieHH020 KoHdaukma, u 07 modeil,
KOmopole no06epUch BHYPEHHEMY NepemMeueHiio 8CIe0CHIBUe B0EHHbIX 0elicBULl, CUMYAUUs HA
Mmomenm onpoca 6vina euse crnonree. OcobeHHO MO KACANOCh 100l ¢ 02PAHUUCHHBIMU B03MONCHO-
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cmamu, 0715 KOMopPoLX nepemeujeHue monvko ycunueaem cyuwecmeyioujue npobnemvt. CoenacHo 0an-
Hoim MuHucmepcmea couuanvHoti HOIUMUKUY, 1O COCMOAHUI HA 6 uong 2021 200a 6 Ykpaure 6v.10
3apezucmpuposaro 1 473 650 enympente nepemewsennolx nuy, (BITI), 6 uacmuocmu, 51 586 nrodeii
¢ uHeanuoHocmuio. IlanoemMuss KOPOHABUPYCA CYULECINEEHHO NOBNUANIA HA 0OCHYN IMUX 2PYNN Jit0-
Oeil K MEOUUUHCKUM U COUUATIHDIM YCTIY2aM, YXYOUUTIA UX HUTUUHYIO CUMYAyuio u yenyouna 6eo-
Hocmb. Jlok0ayH makoke npusesn K 3axpolmuio nyHKmos 6ve30a/6v1e30a mexoy patloHamu cmpaol,
KOHMPONUPYEMbIMU YKPAUHCKUM NPABUMENIbCINBOM U CENapamucmamu, Ymo 3HA4umenvHo 02pa-
HUYUTIO MOOUNIHOCb MeCtnHO020 HaceneHus. IIoka 6binonHeHo mano uccnedosanuii (kax Konuue-
CIBEHHBIX, MAK U KA4eCBeHHbIX), CHOCOOHbIX 0amb 6CecMOPOHHULL 0030p NPobIeM, € KOMOPbLIMU
CMANKUBAIOMCS 100U ¢ UHBATUOHOCHDIO 8 YKpauHe, — 6 YACHOCHU, e, KOMOpble HAX00AMCS 6
cumyayuu OnumenvHozo nepemeuseHus. Taxsce He xeamaem uUccne008anuti UHPoOpMayuu kacameno-
Ho enusruss COVID-19 Ha amu epynnvt HaceneHus U COOMeemcmeyouiels peakyuu 20cyoapcmea Ha
MECHHOM U Pe2UOHANIbHOM YPOBHAX. IIpedcmasnerHulii 6 3moti cmamove onpoc Npu3ean 6 Kaxou-mo
Mepe 60CNONHUMb MO npober.

Kmiouesvte cnosa: COVID-19, unsanudHocmo, eHympenHee nepemeuienie, npasa 4enosexd, opea-
HU3AUUY 1100ell ¢ UHBATIUOHOCDIO, HEPABEHCB0, OUCKPUMUHAYUS, OOCHYNHOCb
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The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on people with disabilities in
Ukraine: Perspectives of the organisations of persons with disabilities

According to the data from the National Social Service and Pension Fund, Ukraine has at least 2,724,100
persons registered as having a disability, with actual figures likely to be higher due to the lack of reliable
and detailed statistics. The coronavirus pandemic has exacerbated existing problems with inadequate
response by public authorities in Ukraine relating to the social and economic well-being of people with
disabilities. According to the data published by the Ministry of Health, 3,672,675 people in Ukraine
had been diagnosed with COVID-19 by 1 January 2022, and 96,089 deaths had been officially record-
ed. These figures are likely to be inaccurate either, with real totals much higher, while no data has been
collected on COVID-19 infections disaggregated by disability. At the time of the survey, the situation
was even more difficult in the conflict-affected east of Ukraine and for people who had been internally
displaced by the conflict. This is particularly true for people with disabilities, where displacement exac-
erbates existing challenges. As of July 2021, there were 1,473,650 internally displaced persons (IDPs) reg-
istered in Ukraine, including 51,586 persons with disabilities. These are figures provided by the Ministry
of Social Policy. The coronavirus pandemic has affected access to health and social services, worsened
existing issues with a lack of adequate housing for conflict-affected populations (especially IDPs) and
deepened poverty. Lockdown also resulted in the closure of entry/exit points between government-con-
trolled and separatist-held areas of the country, severely curtailing the mobility of local populations. So
far, little research, either quantitative or qualitative, has done to provide a comprehensive overview of
the challenges faced by people with disabilities in Ukraine, especially those living in a situation of pro-
tracted displacement. There is also a lack of research and information regarding the impact that COV-
ID-19 has had upon these populations, as well as the inadequate state response at local and national
levels. The survey presented here is supposed to fill somewhat this gap.

Keywords: COVID-19, disability, internal displacement, human rights, organisations of people with
disabilities, inequality, discrimination, accessibility
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