
Maksym Yenin
Higher education in Ukraine

MAKSYM YENIN,UDC 37.015.4:37.06

PhD in So ci ol ogy, As so ci ate Pro fes sor of the So -
ci ol ogy De part ment at the Na tional Tech ni cal
Uni ver sity of Ukraine “Kyiv Poly tech nic In sti tute” 

Higher ed u ca tion in Ukraine: cur rent prob lems and 
prob a ble so cial con se quences of its re form ing in
the con text of neoliberal trans for ma tion

Ab stract

The pa per brings to the fore front ex perts’ as sess ments of the re forms in Ukraine’s
higher ed u ca tion sys tem in ac cor dance with West ern neoliberal stan dards. The fol low -
ing ideas have been dis cussed: though higher ed u ca tion re form is ex pected to bring
more au ton omy to uni ver si ties, pro mote flex i bil ity in de sign ing cur ric ula and thus to
im prove op por tu ni ties for so cial, in clud ing ac a demic mo bil ity, its im ple men ta tion will
en tail ris ing costs of higher ed u ca tion, re stric tion of ac cess to high-qual ity ed u ca tion,
ag gra va tion of so cial in equal ity, re duc tion of teach ing staff and fur ther growth in un -
em ploy ment. More over, so cial and cul tural mis sion of the to day’s uni ver sity as a pro -
ducer of gen eral so cial ben e fits may be lev elled since the uni ver sity will have to turn
into an articulator of private business and big corporations’ interests. 
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So cio log i cal re flec tions on prob lems and so cial con se quences of higher ed u -
ca tion re forms are as sum ing great im por tance due to pro found so cial, eco nomic,
po lit i cal and cul tural changes caused by in ten si fy ing global com pe ti tion and mo -
bil ity, mar ket in te gra tion and break through in the sphere of in for ma tion tech -
nol ogy. To day, Ukrai nian uni ver si ties are be ing faced with the task of in te grat ing 
into the global and, par tic u larly, Eu ro pean ed u ca tional space as an equal par tic i -
pant and part ner. To achieve these goals the new benchmarks are be ing set in the
field of ed u ca tional stan dards, which are be com ing in creas ingly in ter na tional.
The ed u ca tional sec tor is one of the most prob lem atic now as it suf fers from a deep 
cri sis caused by dif fi cult eco nomic sit u a tion, on the one hand, and lack of sys tem -

Соціологія: теорія, ме то ди, мар ке тинг, 2016, 1 117



atic ap proach to solv ing prob lems in this area, on the other hand. That is why
tran si tion of Ukraine’s higher ed u ca tion sys tem to the Bo lo gna stan dards is ex -
tremely pain ful and con tra dic tory. Con stant changes in the vec tor of ed u ca tion
re forms have an ad verse ef fect on the qual ity of knowl edge pos sessed by school
and uni ver sity grad u ates.

The given pa per is aimed at iden ti fy ing cur rent so cial prob lems of Ukraine’s
higher ed u ca tion sys tem and pos si ble risks of its re form ing with a fo cus on West -
ern neoliberal stan dards. Spe cial at ten tion is drawn to the re sults of two fo cus
groups where the ex perts from three Eu ro pean coun tries (Ger many, Geor gia and
Bul garia) par tic i pated, dis cuss ing some out comes of ed u ca tion re forms in Ger -
many, USA, Georgia and Venezuela.

Al ter na tive ap proaches to fur ther de vel op ment of higher ed u ca tion sys tem
have not been elab o rated in Ukrai nian sci en tific dis course so far. A de tailed anal -
y sis of risks as so ci ated with ed u ca tion re forms ac cord ing to West ern neoliberal
stan dards has not been made ei ther. There fore, it would be ad vis able to take into
ac count the ex pert opin ions re gard ing the ex pe ri ence of ed u ca tion re forms in
other coun tries. Fur ther more, this anal y sis would be help ful in pre dict ing risks
re lated to re form ing na tional higher ed u ca tion sys tem with a fo cus on West ern
neoliberal stan dards as well as in elab o rat ing and discussing alternative ap -
proaches to its further development. 

The em pir i cal part of the pa per (ex pert as sess ments) con sists in sum ma -
ries of the two ex pert dis cus sions. One of them was or gan ised by the NTUU
“KPI” So ci ol ogy De part ment and held on Sep tem ber 7, 2015, at the con fer ence
hall of the Kyiv Poly tech nic In sti tute Ac a demic Coun cil. An other one (the
round ta ble con fer ence “The first year of the ed u ca tion re form: out comes, threats, 
and de vel op ment mod els”) took place on Sep tem ber 8, 2015, at the UNIAN, a
Kyiv-based Ukrai nian in de pend ent news agency. In ad di tion, the au thor re fers
to a num ber of an a lyt i cal es says pub lished in the jour nal “Spil’ne” (“The Com -
mon”) and in ter views with for eign ex perts con cern ing is sues and prob lems in
higher ed u ca tion.

The re cent trend to wards re duc ing pub lic ed u ca tion ex pen di tures is a prom i -
nent fea ture of con tem po rary pub lic pol icy in the ma jor ity of coun tries, even those
which tra di tion ally con sid ered as the most so cially ori ented [Prit chard, 2011;
Sjoerd, 1999; Deem, 1994]. There fore, higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions have to boost
busi ness ac tiv ity in or der to adapt them selves to the pres ent-day re al i ties. En tre -
pre neur ship is be com ing a prior di rec tion in the uni ver sity’s de vel op ment.

Es tab lish ing ex ten sive, some times trans na tional net works of uni ver sity
branches is a new strat egy of to day’s higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions. These mea -
sures (as so ci ated with the phe nom e non of “ac a demic cap i tal ism”) are sup posed
to help per form the fol low ing tasks: fa cil i tate ac a demic mo bil ity of stu dents and
teach ing staff, fa vour inter na tion ali sa tion of the cur ric u lum, pro mote es tab lish -
ment of nu mer ous ac a demic con tacts, im prove the qual ity of higher ed u ca tion in
or der to give stu dents com pet i tive ad van tages at the global la bour mar ket, elab o -
rate new ap proaches to per son nel pol icy, in volve more stu dents and at tract new
in vest ments. How ever, dis cus sions of whether free mar ket prin ci ples may or may
not be used in the sphere of higher ed u ca tion re veal dif fer ent view points, es pe -
cially what might be some of the so cial con se quences of the ed u ca tion reform.
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Gov ern ment of fi cials ar gue for ex pan sion of pri vate higher ed u ca tion and
reach ing a new level of ac a demic free dom and in sti tu tional au ton omy of higher
ed u ca tion since these steps would stim u late de vel op ment of in ter nal in tel lec tual
re sources and ac a demic en tre pre neur ship, in crease the num ber of stu dents, fa -
vour the di ver sity of learn ing pro grams and teach ing meth ods, pro vide op por tu -
ni ties for con clu sion of ben e fi cial in ter na tional con tracts and agree ments.

How ever, ex perts’ opin ions on the com mer cia li sation of higher ed u ca tion ar -
tic u lated by par tic i pants of the above-men tioned ex pert dis cus sions are dif fer ent
due to crit i cal eval u a tions of its con se quences.

For ex am ple, Bul gar ian so ci ol o gist Maria Ivancheva drew at ten tion to the
fol low ing un fa vour able out comes of the neoliberal ed u ca tion re form: cut ting
pub lic ex pen di tures on higher ed u ca tion, com mer cia li sation of uni ver si ties, re -
duc tion of per ma nent teach ing and ad min is tra tive staff, thus in creas ing their un -
em ploy ment rate. At pres ent, 70% of Amer i can and 80% of Ger man pro fes sors
work part-time, con clud ing flex i ble con tracts that are mainly short-term and
low-pay ing. Pub lic fund ing for uni ver sity stu dents in USA de creased in 2007–
2013 by 27%. In 2014, 40 mil lion Amer i cans had at least one stu dent loan, and the
to tal amount of stu dent-loan debt reached 1.2 tril lion dol lars (that made up 6% of 
the U.S. na tional debt). Kerstin Kai ser, a po lit i cal ex pert and dep uty from the
Ger man Fed eral State of Brandenburg, enu mer ated the fol low ing ten den cies
spe cific to Ger many: rise in tu i tion fees, which re stricts ac cess to higher ed u ca -
tion, es pe cially for blue-col lar work ers’ chil dren; in creas ing teach ers’ work load,
cut in gov ern ment spend ing on higher ed u ca tion and re duc tion of teach ing staff.
In ad di tion, many stu dents have to work on a per ma nent ba sis while they study in 
or der to cover their ed u ca tional ex penses, which re sults in in suf fi cient qual ity of
stu dents’ knowl edge. They do not have enough time to take part in socio-po lit i -
cal and cul tural ac tiv i ties ei ther be cause of hav ing too many ex ams and other
forms of knowl edge con trol. Ac cord ing to Bakar Berekashvili, Pro fes sor of Po lit -
i cal Sci ence at Geor gian Amer i can Uni ver sity (Tbilisi), out comes of the ed u ca -
tion re form in Geor gia (the pe riod from 2003 to 2013 was men tioned) are al most
the same: cut ting pub lic ex pen di tures on higher ed u ca tion (only 10% of stu dents
can re ceive state-spon sored uni ver sity places while 65% pay for ed u ca tion fully
and 25% par tially), in creas ing ed u ca tional in equal ity, de creas ing au ton omy and
in de pend ence of higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions. Ca reer ad vance ment, strength -
en ing of some one’s po si tion in ac a demic com mu nity and chances of get ting fund -
ing de pend on loy alty and sup port for dom i nant ide ol ogy, pro mo tion of “ro man -
tic na tion al ism”, rad i cal and liberal views. 

Not only higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions but also sec ond ary schools have un -
der gone se ri ous changes as a re sult of re form. Dif fer ences both in ac cess to sec -
ond ary ed u ca tion for dif fer ent so cial groups and in its qual ity are rather sig nif i -
cant: qual ity of teach ing/learn ing and dis ci pline are poor in pub lic sec ond ary
schools, while pri vate schools pro vide much better ed u ca tion but they are ex pen -
sive. Pri vate school grad u ates (who, as a rule, be long to the up per class) con tinue
their ed u ca tion at Eu ro pean or Amer i can uni ver si ties and, con se quently, pos sess
high cul tural and so cial cap i tal.

A voucher mech a nism (“money fol lows the stu dent”), es tab lished in 2004 by
Geor gia’s Min is try of Ed u ca tion and Sci ence in or der to make higher ed u ca tion for
stu dents from low-in come fam i lies more ac ces si ble, is planned to be in tro duced in
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Ukraine. This mech a nism im plies that gov ern ment does not fund uni ver si ties by
al lo cat ing a cer tain num ber of state-spon sored places but grants tu i tion vouch ers
to stu dents with the high est en try scores. So, the most suc cess ful stu dents are ex -
empted from pay ing tu i tion fees and can get uni ver sity de gree for free.

How ever, in tro duc tion of the ed u ca tion voucher scheme has had some un fa -
vour able con se quences. First, pub lic ex pen di tures on higher ed u ca tion were con -
sid er ably re duced: at pres ent, the share of pub lic funds in the ed u ca tion bud get
does not ex ceed 20–25%. The to tal num ber and amount of state-funded schol ar -
ships de creased as well. Most Geor gian stu dents have to pay for their ed u ca tion,
ei ther fully or par tially. Just about 25% of the most suc cess ful ap pli cants re ceive
grants cov er ing from 30 to 100% of tu i tion fees (only those who earned the high -
est scores on uni ver sity en trance ex ams, are en ti tled to full fund ing; they make up
ap prox i mately 12% of the over all num ber of stu dents). Sec ond, the num ber of
higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions in Geor gia dropped from 220 to less than 50 (17 of
them are state-funded uni ver si ties) ow ing to the fact that 1) the gov ern ment
stim u lates com pe ti tion among uni ver si ties in at tract ing stu dents and 2) ac cred i -
ta tion and li cens ing pro ce dures are too com pli cated. Ac cord ing to the World
Val ues Sur vey data for the year 2014, 78.4% of Geor gians were con cerned about
“not hav ing an op por tu nity to give their chil dren a good ed u ca tion, while only
10.7% were not con cerned about it at all” [Muliavka, Serhiienko, 2015].

Some con se quences of neoliberal re forms in higher ed u ca tion sys tem urge
sci en tists and schol ars to dis cuss not only socio-eco nomic but also cul tural as -
pects of this prob lem. For in stance, Jose Ortega y Gasset was one of the first to
con sider cul tural re pro duc tion as the main task of uni ver sity since it fol lows from
the uni ver sity’s mis sion. Be ing con cerned about lack of cul ture in mod ern so ci -
ety, the phi los o pher talks about the ep och of atro cious bar ba rism we live in de -
spite be ing self-con fi dent. He thinks that there has never been so fake and de cep -
tive ex is tence be fore. The av er age man is afraid of be ing open to the real world
which would de mand a lot from him and there fore pre fers to fal sify his life by
keep ing in teg rity in a co coon of fic ti tious and sim pli fied world. That is why it is
his tor i cally im por tant that the uni ver sity should per form its pre vi ous cen tral
task — to en lighten the man, in te grate him into cul ture of his ep och, open him
clearly a huge real world where he can fit his life [Ortega y Gasset, 2003: p. 48].
The US so ci ol o gist Craig Calhoun, ana lys ing the neoliberal trans for ma tion of
higher ed u ca tion in the USA (later taken up by the United King dom and other
Eu ro pean coun tries), fairly in sists on global re vis ing the pur pose of the uni ver -
sity’s ex is tence ow ing to de par ture from the ba sic prin ci ples of ed u ca tion: im par -
tial ity and pro duc tion of pub lic ben e fit [Calhoun, 2013]. 

Be ing forced to pur sue mainly prag matic, ma te rial goals, the uni ver sity will
likely not be able to per form its core so cial mis sion based on a set of nor ma tive
stan dards, such as ob jec tiv ity and im par tial ity in cog ni tion of phys i cal and so cial
re al ity, open ness and in de pend ence in their work, crit i cal at ti tude to wards the
“outer” world, trans mis sion of rich cul tural her i tage and hu man is tic val ues, etc.
In the pe riod be tween mid-19th and late 20th cen tury, uni ver si ties man aged to
lead hu man ity to the ex traor di nary fron tiers of knowl edge and cre ativ ity, cre ate
a pow er ful ma te rial and tech ni cal ba sis for fur ther de vel op ment of civili sa tion
and build a sys tem of hu man is tic val ues. For cen tu ries, the uni ver sity has been as -
so ci ated with a par tic u lar so cial com mu nity com mit ted to serv ing so ci ety. The
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uni ver sity has been known for de vel op ing and main tain ing high eth i cal stan -
dards, rich so cial, cul tural and spir i tual life, as well as for be ing com mit ted to
serv ing so ci ety. Can these cul tural uni ver sals ex ist in a consumerist so ci ety
where mar ket val ues are prev a lent, where con tra dic tions be tween dif fer ent so -
cial groups and classes are con stantly in ten si fy ing? Is it pos si ble to har mo nise the
prin ci ple of uni ver sity au ton omy, which was the es sence of the ed u ca tion re form,
with free mar ket? Can the uni ver sity re form move ment suc ceed in the so ci ety
where free mar ket re al i ties (profit, mar ket de mand, tu i tion costs, etc.) are likely
to level the uni ver sity’s pub lic role and pur pose? Does the pres ent-day so ci ety
need tra di tional uni ver si ties at all or it could do with out them? But in this case,
how could the so ci ety re tain a spir i tual di men sion of its existence? 

Brit ish so ci ol o gist Gerard Delanty thinks that, to day, the uni ver sity will con -
tinue to play a cen tral role in so cial and hu man de vel op ment, com bin ing knowl -
edge and cit i zen ship but in the con text of global po lit i cal cul ture. Uni ver sity can be 
a cos mo pol i tan in sti tu tion that makes its con tri bu tion to global pub lic cul ture by
cul ti vat ing cos mo pol i tan cit i zen ship [Delanty, 2008: p. 29]. Uni ver si ties are not
sup posed to pre serve the na tion’s cul tural codes in the era of globalisation, when
po lit i cal, eco nomic and cul tural role of na tion states weak ens.

A new geopolitical con junc ture is hin der ing uni ver si ties’ re turn to the pre vi -
ous prac tice of state fund ing, which was typ i cal of West ern uni ver si ties dur ing
the Cold War when sci ence and cul ture be came a scene of ri valry be tween
super-states [Read ings, 2011: p. 198]. So, hav ing lost in ter est in uni ver si ties, the
state re duces fund ing of higher ed u ca tion and thus leaves uni ver si ties adrift on
the “in sti tu tional ocean”, turn ing them into some kind of en ter prise. Then uni -
ver si ties build their own unique brand, cre ate and con cep tual ise their im ages
since the mar ket con junc ture com pels them to in vest in PR-tech nol o gies and ad -
ver tis ing. But this log i cal con tin u a tion of the “free mar ket econ omy spirit” may
cause pro lif er a tion of spu ri ous uni ver sity rank ings based on ma nip u la tions with
scores and per for mance in di ca tors. 

Bur ton R.Clark, a con vinced ad her ent of in no va tive (that should be un der -
stood as en tre pre neur ial) uni ver sity model, stud ied the ex pe ri ence of higher ed u -
ca tion in sti tu tions which man aged to fos ter an en tre pre neur ial cul ture and ob -
tain im pres sive re sults in bring ing eco nomic ben e fits to the so ci ety [Clark, 2011:
p. 290–299]. How ever, Clark does not focuse on the un in tended so cial con se -
quences of this in no va tion like trans for ma tion of the uni ver sity’s iden tity and
cor po rate cul ture. His works dem on strate that the en tre pre neur ial uni ver sity is
guided by prin ci ples of eco nomic ef fi ciency mea sured in terms of profit, bud get
growth, cost and rev e nue op ti mi sa tion, leav ing aside all that ex cited and in spired
clas si cal uni ver sity in the Mod ern Era: val ues of prog ress, sci en tific truth and
high cul ture.

An other com mon ten dency in the pres ent-day uni ver sity ed u ca tion con sists
in cut ting a share of fun da men tal dis ci plines in cur ric u lum (the so-called ca non i -
cal knowl edge). Broadly-ed u cated grad u ates, in par tic u lar those who ma jor in
Hu man i ties are not needed in to day’s so ci ety so much as be fore. Uni ver sity grad -
u ates will pos sess only field-spe cific knowl edge, which will cause a de cline in crit -
i cal think ing, self-or gani sa tion skills and in the pro test po ten tial of civil so ci ety
[Kagarlitskii, 2005].
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One of the po ten tial con se quences of the neoliberal ed u ca tion re form is that
it may lead to even greater de pend ence of so ci ety on pow er ful busi ness cor po ra -
tions. For ex am ple, ed u ca tion re forms in Brit ain sup posed that gov ern ment loans 
for ed u ca tional pur poses would be given by pri vate banks. Ac cord ing to Rus sian
so ci ol o gist Aleksandr Tarasov, not only the state but also uni ver sity grad u ates
are “un der the thumb” of big cap i tal since pay ers of loans are obe di ent workforce
due to their vul ner a ble fi nan cial po si tion. The state (and its ed u ca tional strat egy
as well) in this case will in crease its re li ance on pri vate cap i tal as ev ery bor rower
is de pend ent on the lender [Tarasov, 2005].

The above-men tioned so ci ol o gist Craig Calhoun con sid ers that once the
uni ver sity be comes a per former for busi ness cor po ra tions, it ac tu ally loses the
right to ex press dis agree ment and crit i cism. More over, it is of ten stip u lated by le -
gal doc u ments reg u lat ing co op er a tion be tween the uni ver sity and the cor po ra -
tion [Calhoun, 2007]. Noam Chomsky ex presses a sim i lar opin ion about some
cur rent prac tices when big cor po ra tions give grants to fund se cret and short-
 term re search pro jects, hav ing the right (as their own ers) to con trol these pro -
jects at the stage of pub li ca tion and prac ti cal use of re search re sults [Chomsky,
2000]. In ad di tion, sub or di na tion of uni ver si ties to cor po ra tions will in ev i ta bly
pro duce in ac a demic en vi ron ment a tan gle of ideo log i cal mys ti fi ca tions in the in -
ter ests of the rul ing class [Chomsky, 2011].

West ern so cial in sti tu tions and prac tices, in clud ing ed u ca tion sys tems, do
not spread to other coun tries “me chan i cally” but com bine with the coun try’s in -
sti tu tional and eco nomic conjucture, giv ing rise to var i ous hy brid socio-cul tural
phe nom ena and a wide range of so cial con se quences.

In tro duc tion of neoliberal re forms into Ukrai nian ed u ca tion sys tem against
the back ground of deep eco nomic cri sis will sig nif i cantly re strict ac cess to higher
ed u ca tion be cause of re duc tion in num ber of higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions and
state-spon sored places where stu dents can get uni ver sity de gree for free (the lat -
ter have al ready de creased by 15.6% com pared to 2014 and by 21.6% com pared to 
2013). So, uni ver si ties will be cer tainly forced to search ad di tional fund ing
sources, pri mar ily by rais ing tu i tion fees.

The ed u ca tion re form in Ukraine is ac com pa nied by de cline in so cial well-be -
ing of ac a demic staff and de crease in so cial sig nif i cance of the pro fes sion of a re -
search sci en tist or a lec turer. Ac cord ing to sev eral sur veys held by so ci ol o gists of
the Peo ple’s Ukrai nian Acad emy among lec tur ers of Kharkiv higher ed u ca tional
in sti tu tions, Ukraine’s higher ed u ca tion sys tem is now en coun ter ing the fol low -
ing prob lems: poorly equipped re search lab o ra to ries (51.6%), low er ing qual ity of
ed u ca tion (45.2%), a sharp de val u a tion of the lec tur ers’ so cial sta tus and re -
search ers’ work (32.3%), chronic underfunding (the so-called “re sid ual fund -
ing”1) of education (32.3%), inadequate pension provision for academic staff
(29.1%) [Kiva, 2011: p. 150]. 

At the same time, both ac a demic staff and stu dent com mu ni ties do not have
enough op por tu ni ties to dis cuss is sues re lated to the ed u ca tion re form, which has
been con firmed by ex perts. For ex am ple, Oleksii Yakubin, an ex pert an a lyst and
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lec turer of the So ci ol ogy De part ment at the NTUU “KPI”, in his speech at the
above-men tioned round ta ble con fer ence “The first year of the ed u ca tion re form:
out comes, threats, and de vel op ment mod els” emphasised the lack of well-de vel -
oped mech a nism for co op er a tion be tween lec tur ers, stu dents and pro fes sional as -
so ci a tions on the one hand and gov ern ment bod ies on the other. Such a mech a -
nism would pro vide an op por tu nity to dis cuss the im ple men ta tion of ed u ca tion
re form and thus en sure trans par ency of gov ern ment ac tions (like gov ern ment-
 ini ti ated re duc tion in the num ber of ac a demic dis ci plines and spe ci al ities, which
con tra dicts the prin ci ple of uni ver sity au ton omy al though this prin ci ple has been 
widely de clared).

The ex pert dis cus sions have re vealed some other prob lems. Chair man of the
Taras Shevchenko Kyiv Na tional Uni ver sity In de pend ent Stu dents’ Un ion Ro -
man Leksikov noted that at pres ent uni ver sity ad min is tra tive bod ies are try ing
to usurp the func tions of stu dent gov ern ments, which the Min is try of Ed u ca tion
and Sci ence granted to them. More over, stu dent gov ern ments are com pletely
loyal to uni ver sity ad min is tra tions and there fore hardly rep re sent the in ter ests of 
stu dents: “Stu dent gov ern ment bod ies can not get any fund ing due to the Min is -
try of Fi nance’s mor a to rium on the use of spe cial uni ver sity funds; uni ver sity ad -
min is tra tion prevents students from choosing lecturers and elective courses”.

Other ex perts pointed out the ne ces sity of search ing after fea si ble al ter na -
tives to the neoliberal ed u ca tion re form. For in stance, Maria Ivancheva pre -
sented a Latin Amer i can model of higher ed u ca tion cur rently used in Venezuela. 

Ba sic prin ci ples of this model in clude free ac cess to higher ed u ca tion, dis tri -
bu tion of gov ern ing func tions be tween stu dents, fac ul ties and Uni ver sity’s ad -
min is tra tion, fi nan cial and ad min is tra tive au ton omy of the Uni ver sity, ap pli ca -
tion of stu dents’ knowl edge and skills in solv ing ur gent so cial prob lems. These
prin ci ples were suc cess fully put into prac tice due to es tab lish ment of the Boli -
varian Uni ver sity of Ven e zuela (2003), which is an ex ten sive na tion wide net -
work of cam puses. Uni ver sity’s branch cam puses cover al most the whole coun -
try, thus mak ing higher ed u ca tion geo graph i cally ac ces si ble to ev ery cit i zen. Be -
ing in tended to pre vent dis crim i na tion in get ting a uni ver sity de gree, the Ven e -
zue lan model does not have any mech a nism for stu dents’ se lec tion. The learn ing
pro cess is car ried out within a field pro ject in volv ing stu dents in prac ti cal work
with re mote ru ral com mu ni ties or mar gin al ised ur ban ones. So, learn ing does not
have to be con fined to a class room (or an other spe cial area) any more [Muliavka,
2015]. The Ven e zue lan ex pe ri ence of higher ed u ca tion re forms con trasts strong ly
with the Chil ean neoliberal model of the 1980–1990s, which con trib uted to the
com mer cia li sation of higher ed u ca tion. In fact, it was a shift from one type of po lit i -
cal cul ture to quite an other. The for mer re garded ed u ca tion as a fun da men tal right
to cul ture while the lat ter placed at the fore front a user’s free dom of choice  con -
sidering him as a con sumer rather than as a cit i zen” [Pitton, 2007: p. 257].

In the opin ion of Viktoriia Muliavka, an an a lyst of the In sti tute of So cial Re -
la tions (Kyiv), an im por tant mea sure which would fa vour the in tro duc tion of
some el e ments of the Bolivarian model into Ukraine’s higher ed u ca tion sys tem is
prioritisation of the prin ci ple of uni ver sity au ton omy not only in de sign ing cur -
ric ula but also in se lect ing stu dents and con fer ring ac a demic de grees and ti tles on 
lec tur ers, which has not been not pro vided by a new law on higher ed u ca tion. So,
the ur gent task at pres ent is to de velop and im ple ment ef fec tive anti-cor rup tion
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mech a nisms and meth ods of pub lic con trol for en sur ing fair ness and trans par -
ency in stu dent se lec tion and award of ac a demic de grees/ti tles; oth er wise the
uni ver sity au ton omy may lead to even more corruption instead of improving
access to higher education. 

Con clu sion

Be ing in tended to adapt higher ed u ca tion sys tem to new mar ket de mands,
the above-men tioned re form can of fer fun da men tally new op por tu ni ties, such as
uni ver sity au ton omy, multi-level ed u ca tion, in creas ing ac a demic mo bil ity, flex i -
ble cur ric u lum, etc. A uni ver sity de gree is sup posed to be gained at a stu dent’s
own ex pense and thus con sid ered as an in vest ment for en sur ing a com pet i tive ad -
van tage in the la bour mar ket. How ever, ac cord ing to ex perts, in tro duc tion of
West ern neoliberal stan dards and prac tices into Ukraine’s higher ed u ca tion sys -
tem may have un fa vour able con se quences like rise in tu i tion fees, re strict ing ac -
cess to higher ed u ca tion (es pe cially for low-in come stu dents), dis missal of ac a -
demic staff on grounds of re dun dancy and in crease in the un em ploy ment rate.
More over, uni ver si ties’ grow ing de pend ence on mar ket in sti tu tions can not help
but af fect their iden tity. Will the uni ver si ties con tinue to re pro duce val ues and
stan dards of high cul ture and trans mit fun da men tal knowl edge or they will have
to mod ify their so cial role in ac cor dance with prag matic goals of free mar ket and
val ues of the con sumer so ci ety — that is a ques tion of cru cial im por tance. Tra di -
tional identity and academic freedom of classical universities can be preserved
only if their social mission is revised but not levelled.
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